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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, IN 

SUBJECT: ARRAIGNMENT OF FERNANDES AND OTHERS IN BARODA 
DYNAMITE CASE 

REF: NEW DELHI 14578 

REFTEL SUMMARIZED ALL THAT INDIAN SAMACHAR NEWS AGENCY CARRIED 
ON OCT. 4 MAGISTRATE S COURT ARRAIGNMENT OF GEORGE FERNANDES, 

MP VIREN SHAH, AND OTHERS CHARGED IN THE BARODA DYNAMITE CASE. 
EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT AP FILED SUBSTANTIAL STORY ON SUBJECT. 
CASE WILL CLEARLY BE A LENGTHY ONE WITH THE GOVT PLANNING ON 
CALLING 515 WITNESSES AND TO PRESENT 550 DOCUMENTS IN EVIDENCE. 

AT LEAST ONE OF THESE, ACCORDING TO AP CORRESPONDENT, CHARGES 
FERNANDES AND OTHERS WITH PLANNING TO SET UP AN OPPOSITION 
RADIO TRANSMITTER ON DIEGO GARCIA* WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER 
THERE MAY BE OTHER ALLEGATIONS OF ACTIVITIES OR PLANS RELATING 
TO US TUCKED AWAY IN SOME OF THE EVIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS. 
DEPENDENTS WERE CLEANLY GROOMED AND LOOKED WELL. WE ARE 
TOLD. ALTHOUGH ALL MADE MUCH OF THE CHAINS AND SHACKELS 
IN WHICH THEY WERE BROUGHT INTO COURT. GOVT WILL PROBABLY 
ARGUE THAT SINCE THEY ARE UP ON CRIMINAL CHARGES, NOT AS 
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ACCUSED ARE AND THE SHACKELS SHOULD NOT BE REMOVED. HEARING 
ON THIS ISSUE SCHEDULED FOR OCT. 8. GOVT MADE NO EFFORT TO 
RESTRICT ENTRY TO THE COURT PROCEEDINGS AND IF THIS CON 
TINUES, WESTERN PRESS WILL FOLLOW THE CASE AS CLOSELY AS 
FOREIGN PUBLIC INTEREST INDICATES. 

SAXBE 
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